bot to. 
Huete 


Vig AD 
GOTA 


N THE HISTORY of the Nether- 
lands can be found much of inter- 
est to the lover of home, and 
many reasons why - as home 
makers, furniture builders and 
artists, the inhabitants of these naz ~~ 
‘tions have been especially skilled. ~ 

As a geographical situation, nothing could be 
imagined more disheartening than was the 
dreary waste of ocean flooded swamp which 
faced the Netherlanders at the beginning of 
their occupancy; a desolate region which, 
through generations of unremitting toil and 
hardships had to be redeemed from the sea 
with the aid of dykes and windmills. Many 
inundations, the most appalling of which occur- 
ed November Ist and 2nd 1570, again and 
again submerged thousands of homes and swept 
5 multitudes of human beings out of existence. 


it was these stern necessities of existence 

that developed in the Hollanders that ingen- 

uity, patience and thoroughness in all their 

j > undertakings and capacity for detail which are 
~ today the chief characteristics of the Dutch. 


Amid the trials of keeping their country iÈ 
above water an intense love of home became 
one of their strongest traits and with it, as the 
conditions of life became more tolerable, came 
the desire for beautification of their homes and 
gradually the cities of the Low Countries be- 
came the grandest in Europe and brought”, 
forth some of the greatest artists, archi”... 
tects and craftsmen that have ever lived: 7 
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Among these great men who gave to the world the 
time defying results of their skill and craftsmanship 
were Holbein, Ruebens, Rembrandt, Raphael, Van Dyck, 
the Teniers and many others just as worthy of mention, 
whose works are everywhere known and prized. 


The Monarchs of Europe, vieing with each other for 
beauty of surroundings looked to the Netherlands for 
artists and craftsmen to guide them in building and furn- E 
ishing their palaces. Henry Vill brought Holbein and go 
Ruebens to England during what is known in furniture 
history as the “Age of Oak” and their influence on art 
resulted in the style known as “Tudor” 

When William and Mary transformed the famous 
Hampton Court, about thirteen miles from London, into 
a Dutch Palace, the work was supervised by designers 
and architects bred in the Netherlands, chief among 
whom was Daniel Marot, 

The fact that the interests of the English-and 
those of the Dutch were so closely interwoven 

819 explains why the outlines in the 'Elizabethan,” 
E Queen Ance” ond “William and Mary uza 
were of such pronounced Dutch character. 


DutchInfluence in America 


In America, we can easily 
trace the influence of these 
people from our very 
earliest colonial 
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Not alone in Art, but in Commerce, Politics and Social 
History have they left their stamp. 

The same sturdy race that sheltered our Pilgrim Fathers 
from English persecution founded New York, now the largest 
city in America. 

To the Dutch the furniture industry of America owes much 
of its importance today because of the skill, perseverance and 
fidelity of the Dutch workmen. 


The Limbert Guild 


In ancient days there existed in the Netherlands organiza- 
tions known as Guilds. The most famous of these was the 


É Guild of St. Luke, the members of which wished to unite their 


A oe 


efforts in perfecting their productions. 

Patterning after ancestral customs there was formed in Grand 
Rapids, a number of years ago, a Guild of Holland-Dutch Artists and 
Craftsmen who were striving to produce furniture of worth, for in 
useful cabinet work they sought the expression of their ideals. 

Among these men of skill and experience was one who came 
from a family of cabinet-makers. He was born and bred an artist 


and Craftsman.as-Werc his. ancestors ma direstdinefor-Senerailons.7 


A It is to this energetic spirit, who became their President, that the 


E known as Limbert’s Holland-Dutch Arts and Crafts. 


= Guild owes much of its remarkable growth and success. His name 


is in the trade mark which is branded into the wood and distinguishes 
the new style of furniture which the Limbert Guild originated and 
brought to its present excellence and popularity. This furniture is 


TheHolland of America 


The influences of a busy manufacturing city soon be- 
came uncongenial for the artists and craftsmen of the 
Limbert Guild and an environment more conducive to artis- 
tic efforts and a higher quality of craftsmanship was sought. 


In Holland, the largest Dutch settlement in America, 
located a few miles west of Grand Rapids on Black Lake, 
the most important Lake Harbor of Western Michigan 
where the inhabitants have preserved the customs of their 
ancestors on the Zuider Zee, the Limbert Guild found the 
surroundings necessary for its best accomplishments. Here 
they could put their strongest efforts into every piece 
which they produced and impart to it that individuality and 
high quality which characterizes Limbert’s Arts and Crafts. 


Modern DutchFurniture 


AO: Limbert’s Modern Dutch Arts and Crafts Furniture is 

TG == built for the requirements of modernuse. Comfort, utility 

E E E b Ea and durability together with structural perfection, and 

ae |. Gr beauty of design are the prime motives. in 
> am its solidity and permanence it reflects Dutch 

> 1 sturdiness and thoroughness, in the beauty 
of its patterns and richness and color har- 
mony of its leather and finishes, it preserves 
the mastery of Dutch Art. 
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in building Limbert's Holland-Dutch Arts and Crafts 
Furniture only the soundest structural devices are em- 
ployed and no structural imitations are tolerated. 


Carefully made mortise and pinned tennon joints, solid 
dowel construction and keyed braces hold the parts to- 
gether and Limbert's Furniture is guaranteed to stand up 
as long as the Oak of which it is made will last. We illust- 


rate here a few of the sound structural methods employed. 


—_ 


All runners on Limbert rockers are made of straight 
grained pieces of Oak bent in powerful presses and will not 
break as do those that are cut on a curve and have short 
cross grain in them. 


Although Limbert's Holland-Dutch Furniture is essen- 


tialiy- the” restilt-ofchand™ tabor; machinery is employed: ~~ 


where it improves the product. 


Every piece is made from solid White Oak. There are 
interesting facts concerning White Oak. Besides being 
famed in legend of Druid; worshipped and held sacred to 


AY tural Top-grain Soft Leather are both very strong and 
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Jupiter by the ancient Romans, it is, next to the Yew, the 
longest lived tree known, growing sometimes for over 
three hundred years and lasting in its natural state for 
three times that period. 


From the earliest times it has rightly occupied first place 
among cabinet making materials; being close grained, 
beautifully figured and very hard. It takes on a fine 
smooth surface under a master craftsman’s hands and 
when finished is best suited to climatic changes and other 
exigencies of furniture usage. 


Color and Finish 


Limbert's Arts and Crafts Furniture can be procured in 
any finish that can be produced on White Oak. The dif- 
ferent shades of our genuine Fumed, obtained by subjecting 
the Oak to the action of strong Ammonia fumes are very 
beautiful and will harmonize with almost any color scheme. 


UPholstering 


In the upholstering of Limbert Furniture there is a choice 
of three materials: Goat Skin Morocco, Natural Top-grain 
Soft Leather or Tapestry. Goat Skin Morocco and Na- 
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E ings. They are guaranteed to give years of satisfactory 
> wear and to withstand anything but misuse. 


© Dutch Arts and Crafts Furniture, yet they have never suc- 
ES ceeded in imparting to their product the character and 
©} artistic merit of furniture that has the Limbert trade mark 
| branded into the wood. This branded trade mark is a 
| means of identification and a guarantee of excellence. 


| arrangement of double-deck, highly tempered steel 
= springs which make them extremely resilient, comfortable 


pliable, of unusual wearing qualities and of beautiful color- 


The cushions of Limbert chairs and settees are loose 
and easily removed. They are built around an ingenious 


and noiseless. 
Identification. 


Many Makers have tried to imitate Limbert’s Holland- 


E An Invitation. ES 
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Lr B Mou.are-invited to call at our store and to examine b 
= his beafifal Limbert Furniture: From it yot cam select SK 


| appropriate and harmonious patterns for any room in 


| in color. 


your home. In addition to our stock we 
have a large portfolio illustrating other 
designs made by the Limbert Guild and 
containing reproductions of room scenes 
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